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The subject of this libel action is a 1975 


illac Eldorado automobile valued in excess of 


$10,000, which was seized by Secret Service Agents on 


March 14, 1975 under the authority of 49 U.S.C. §§731 
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and 732. The government contends the vehicle was used 


to facilitate the transportation and sale of counterfcit 


monies. A triai was held on May 2, 1975 and the court 


has considered the briefs supplied by the parties. The 


facts in this matter may be related briefly. 
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chase, the agent talked to Saunders about buying some 
more counterfeit money. As a result of several telephone. 
calls, a meeting was arranged for March 14, 1975 at the 
Major Brands gas station located at 1625 Pillmore Avenue 
in Buffalo, operated by Saunders and Julius Blazer. 


Saunders telesvhone@ Pochopin on that day and arranged to 
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cot him at the station at about 4:30 p.m. so that Saunder 


could soll $3,000 in counterfeit $10 bills to the agent 
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for $1500. Other agents took up surveillance posts in the 
vicinity. They observed Saunders drive away from the sta- 
tion at about 4:00 p.m. in a white 1975 C-**1Llac Eldorado, 
which is now the subject of this lawsuit. . ent Patrick 
Finnerty followed the Cadillac from the station to Saunders 


esic 


snce on Oakgrove Street, two or three m tee away. 


caunders was accompanied on the trip from the station to 
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vchicle, rather than drive the Cadillac to the Major 
However, arriving, they found the 
other vehicle wag in use and not avellable. Saundcrs 
went up to his house bricfliy, ostensibly to open the 
ecosr for his son who had returned from school. He dew 
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Civ-75-124 U.S.A. v. One 1975 Cadillac, etc. 
DATE NR. ; PROCEEDINGS © 


Filed complaint. 


3|-- | Issued Warrant of Seizure and Monition & 5 copies - ret. 4-28-75 
3 z.S. 5 made 

15 Filed Mar. ret. on libel served on Tommie K. Saunders on 4-8-75 
28|.- \Filed defts.. answer to:Govts. libel of information. 

28 | Ret. of libel. Deft. to file answer today. 


filed by 5-19-75.adj. to 5-27-75 adj. to 6-2-75 


fay \ Hearing re application for ret. of automobile. Briefs are to be 
28 | Filed defts. memorandum of law. 


June 2 Ret. date for Govts. brief adj. to 6-9-75 To be filed today. 
12 Filed Pltfs. memorandum of law. 
23 Status Report. Govt. advises Ct. briefs have been filed. 
27) Filed defts. memorandum of law in reply to govts. brief. 
Aug. " decision & order directing the U.S. Atty. to prepare an  F-167 


appropriate decree of condemnation & forfeiture-Curtin, DJ 
Notice & copies to U.S, Atty. & Joel L. Daniels, 

13 st final decreeof condemnation that the property mentioned F-167 
and described in this suit is condemned as forfeited to 

the use of the U.S.-Curtin, DJ Notice to U.S. Atty. & 

Joel Daniels 

13) |\JS 6 made 


2 | Filed Libellee'’s Notice of Appeal (copy mailed to U.S. Atty. and to 
| Clerk, CCA with copy of docket entries; CCA's Forms C and D 
mailed to Mr. Daniels) : 
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Sept. l Original papers, exhibits, docket entries and Clerk's certificate 
mailed to Clerk, CCA 

Filed Transcript of trial held 5-2-75 
Transcript, supplemental docket entry and supplemental Clerk's cer- 
tificate mailed to Clerk, CCA 
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PLAINT: 1 DEFENDANTS 


U.S.A One 1975 Cadillac Eldorado 
| | | Coupe, New York State | 
Registration 5G0-EVN, Registered 
to Tommie Kenneth Saunders ® 
CAUSE 
T.49, Sec. 7810778, T. 19 Sect. 1610 
U.S. seeks forfeiture of vehicle used 
to transport contraband 
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United States Attorney Joel Daniels, Esq. 
1370 Statler Hilton 
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